Systematic account on 6 species of scorpions (Arachnida: Scorpiones) under 5 genera and 3 families from the Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary, Kerala is provided with an illustrated key to the families and genera occurring in the area.
Introduction
Scorpions are fascinating group of arachnids widely one of the animal groups which attract public interest owing to their fearsome appearance, toxicity and painful is lethal to man, such species are rare in India. When compared to the other parts of India, scorpion fauna of Kerala is poorly studied. As per the latest checklist by Bastawade et al. (2012) , 19 species of scorpions under 8 genera and 3 families are reported from Kerala. By the description of a new species from Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary recently by Aswathi et al. (2015) the number of known taxa from Kerala has been raised to 22 species under 9 genera belonging to 3 families. scorpions made from the Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary, covering total area 90.44 km 2 with an elevation of 2,372 m, which is an important conservation area in Kerala.
and Kanthalloor Panchayaths of Devikulam Taluk in the Eravikulam National Park of Kerala in the south, Indira Gandhi Wildlife Sanctuary of Tamil Nadu in the north shadow region of Southern Western Ghats, which receives major part of rain received here is in north-east monsoon during October-December and is in the range of 300-the sanctuary includes dry deciduous forests followed by thorny scrub forests, which occupy 15% of the forest area, lie in the lower attitudes. Apart from these, the riparian forests, sholas and grass lands are also found in the area study includes 6 species of scorpions under 5 genera belonging to 3 families. An illustrated key to the families and genera of the scorpions of the area is also provided.
number of teeths (about 20-34 Diagnosis: Total length 44-54.7 mm. Entire surface of carapace and mesosomaltergites coarsely granular; three carinae present on mesosomal tergites II-VI, no carinae on tergite I. Metasomal segments I-IIwith 10 keels and III-IV with 8 keels, but sometimes the III segments may have 10 keels; Pectinal teeth number 20-26 in both sexes. Trichobothria eb and esb seen closer to the base of the on latero-median portion externally. For trichobothrial pattern see Tikader and Bastawade 1983: 76p . Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Goa, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu.
Remarks under boulders in the thorny scrub forests, not making holes.
K. Aswathi and P. M. Sureshan (Pocock) (Figure 2) 1891. Isometrus shoplandi: Pocock, J. Linn. Soc. (Zool Diagnosis: Total length 30-60 mm. Entire body coarsely granular and sparsely hirsute, but the pedipalp are densely hirsute with short hairs; chelicera yellow with reticulation present in females, males may with poorly developed reticulation. Manus of pedipalp of male is broader than female. Inferior metasomal carinae black; mesosomal tergite granular with two pairs of granular carinae. Vesicle globular with weak subaculear tubercle and granulation present. Trichobothria db situated between et and est or at the same level as est. Pectinal teeth number 21-24 in males and 18-21 in females. Trichobothrial pattern see Tikader and Bastawade 1983:228p . Distribution: India: Andhra Pradesh, Jharkand, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Puducherry, Tamil Nadu and West Bengal.
Lychas laevifrons
Remarks from the Champakkad region of the Sanctuary and observed that they were found under rocks, not make holes.
Family: LIOCHELIDAE 5. Iomachus laeviceps (Pocock) (Figure 6 
Summary
Taxonomic studies on the scorpion collections made from the Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary, Kerala reveals the presence of 6 species belonging to 5 genera under 3 are mainly found in the sanctuary and among them species Iomachus laeviceps, Lychas tricarinatus and Lychas laevifrons are Buthoscorpio chinnarensis and Hottentotta rugiscutis are reported only from Chinnar Wildlife Sanctuary till date.
was also reported from the foothills of Western Ghats in Palakkad district of Kerala and Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu is the type locality Iomachus laeviceps is so far restricted in places of Palakkad district and southwards in Kerala.
